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A Message from Comptroller Peter Franchot

Dear Maryland Taxpayer:

It truly is an honor to serve as the 33rd Comptroller
of Maryland. Following in the footsteps of my two
legendary predecessors, Louis L. Goldstein and William
Donald Schaefer, has been no small task, but like them, I am
committed to being an independent voice and fiscal watchdog
for Maryland taxpayers.

While carrying on the great traditions of those two
icons, I have brought my own set of strongly-held values to
the position. Whether it is addressing our state’s health care
crisis, relieving overcrowding in classrooms and on roadways,
or protecting our precious natural resources, I will be an
outspoken advocate for the progressive values for which
I have always stood.

The Comptroller’s Office is unique in that it is truly an independent agency, but able to
act in a real partnership with the rest of state government, including the governor’s office and
the legislature. The services this agency provides — from collecting taxes to helping to overseeing
the $40 billion state retirement fund to regulating all alcohol, tobacco and petroleum products
— makes it one that truly touches the lives of all Marylanders.

The great reputation this agency has earned over the years comes from the commitment
of the 1,100 employees who serve you, the taxpayers, of this great state. While the challenges
we face are many, so too are the opportunities available to Maryland. As your Comptroller, I am
committed to honoring the legacy of this agency as we take it to the next level, seeking to always
be prudent stewards of your hard-earned tax dollars.
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Peter Franchot



FILING ELECTRONICALLY

Maryland offers several easy ways to file electronically:

+#iFile: Free internet filing for Maryland income tax returns.
Visit www.marylandtaxes.com for eligibility.

o IRS Free File: Free online federal and state tax preparation
and electronic filing for eligible taxpayers. Visit www.irs.gov
for details.

& PC Retail Software: Consumer Purchased Software. Check

" the software requirements to determine eligibility. Use
software or link directly to a provider site to prepare and file
your return online.

For details, visit www.marylandtaxes.com.

#3 e-file: Tax Professional Electronic Filing. You may use
any tax professional who participates in the Maryland
Electronic Filing Program.
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AvOIDING COMMON ERRORS

## Social Security Numbers: Enter each Social Security
number in the space provided at the top of your tax return.
Also enter the Social Security number for children and
other dependents. This year the Social Security number will
be validated by the IRS before the return has completed
processing.

# Local Tax: Use the correct local income tax rate for where
you lived on December 31, 2007. See Instruction 19.

## Original Return: Please send only your original completed
Maryland tax return. Photocopies can delay processing of
your refund.

##* Federal Forms: Do not send federal forms or schedules or
copies of federal forms or schedules.

+* Photocopies: Remember to keep copies of all federal
forms and schedules and any other documents that may be
required later to substantiate your Maryland return.

##* Ink: Use only blue or black ink to complete your return. Do
not use pencil.

%+ Colored Paper: Do not print the Maryland return on
colored paper.

+* Bar Codes: Do not staple or destroy the bar code.

GETTING HELP

+* Tax Forms, Tax Tips, Brochures and Instructions: These
are available online at www.marylandtaxes.com and at
many libraries, post offices and branch offices of the
Comptroller (see back cover). For forms only, call
410-260-7951.

#* Telephone: Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. from
January 22 - April 18, 2008.

From Central Maryland, call 410-260-7980. From other
locations, call 1-800-MDTAXES (1-800-638-2937).

#* E-mail: Contact taxhelp@comp.state.md.us

#* Extensions: To telefile an extension, call 410-260-7829; to
file an extension online, visit www.marylandtaxes.com.
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RECEIVING YOUR REFUND

+* Direct Deposit: To have your refund deposited in your bank
or other financial account, enter your account and routing
numbers at the bottom of your return.

D

Direct

Deposit

+* Check: Unless otherwise requested, we will mail you a paper
check.

+* Refund Information: To request information about your
refund, see On-Line Services at www.marylandtaxes.com,

or call 410-260-7701 from central Maryland. From other
locations, call 1-800-218-8160

PAYING YOUR TAXES

#* Direct Debit: If you file electronically and have a balance
due, you can have your income tax payment deducted
directly from your bank account. This free service allows
you to choose your payment date, anytime until
April 30, 2008. Visit www.marylandtaxes.com for details.

## Other Electronic Payments: New this year, if your tax
return has a balance due, you may pay electronically on our
Web site. Visit www.marylandtaxes.com for details.

PAYMENT SERVICES PROVIDED BY:
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CREDIT CARDS PROUDLY ACCEPTED:

) MasterCard @
Cards ” —T

+* Major Credit Cards: Pay your balance due, estimated tax or
extension payment with MasterCard®, VISA®, Discover®
or AmericanExpress®. If you filed a 2006 Maryland
income tax return, call 1-800-2PAYTAXM (1-800-272-
9829) and enter Jurisdiction Code 3000 when prompted
or visit www.officialpayments.com. If you did not file
a Maryland return in 2006, you must make your credit
card payment online at www.officialpayments.com.
Both options will be processed by Official Payments
Corporation, a private credit card payment services provider.
A convenience fee will be charged to your credit card.
The state will not receive this fee. You will be informed
of the exact amount of the fee before you complete your
transaction. After you complete your transaction, you will
be given a confirmation number to keep with your records.

—
VISA
—

+* Checks and Money Orders: Make check or money order
payable to Comptroller of Maryland. We recommend you
include your Social Security number on your check or
money order.



ASSEMBLING YOUR RETURN

B502CR or other attachments
502CR ° 502 MARYLAND TAX RETURN
Barcode °
502 Maryland .

Tax Return
— [
W-2 1W-2 2007

Check or money order

]

What you should send:
* Your original, completed Maryland income tax return (Form
502 or 503)
* W-2(s) showing Maryland tax withheld
* If you have a balance due, a check or money order payable to
Comptroller of Maryland with your Social Security number
on the check or money order
* Maryland schedules or other documents that may be required
according to the instructions if you claim certain credits or
subtractions; such as 500CR, 500 DM,502CR, 502H, 502TP,
502UP, 502V
* A copy of the tax return you filed in the other state if you're
claiming a tax credit on Form 502CR, Part A

Do not send:

* Photocopies of your Maryland return

* Federal forms or schedules

* Any forms or statements not requested
* Returns by fax

* Returns on colored paper

* Returns completed in pencil

* Returns with the bar code stapled or destroyed

CONTRIBUTION OPTIONS

You can make a contribution... on Line 38*
...to the Maryland Fair Campaign Financing Fund. Your
contribution helps to provide a funding alternative to large
private contributions in elections for governor/lieutenant
governor when candidates accept a spending limit.
* Enter the amount you wish to donate on
Line 38" of your Maryland income tax form.

* Donate up to $500.

* The amount will be deducted from your refund or added
to your tax payment.

*Note: Use Line 14 on Form 503.

www.elections.state.md.us

i1

You Too Can Help the Bay.
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Your contribution supports on-the-ground projects that:
= restore wetlands,

* plant trees and Bay grasses,

* reintroduce oyster and fish populations,

» and actively protect threatened plants and animals.

It this easy:
1. Enter the amount you wish to donate on line 37*
2. That amount will be deducted from your refund or
added to your tax payment.

3. The donation is tax deductible in the following year.
* Note: Use line 13 on Form 503.

‘Qfahpﬁf Donations are divided evenly between the
[Ta el Chesapeake Bay Trust and the Wildlife and

rril Heritage Division of the Maryland Department

* | of Nawural Resources, For more information call
?} ‘;-.... the Trust at 410-974-2941 or the Depariment
¢ T‘R’Q of Natural Resources at 410-260-8540.

www.chesapeakebaytrust.org

Marviand Cancer Fund

Use Line 39* and join the fight against
cancer in Maryland.

Your contribution supports grants for cancer
research, prevention and treatment.

It’s easy:

1. Enter the amount you wish to donate on

Line 39*.

2. That amount will be deducted from your
refund or will be added to your tax payment.

For more information, call the Maryland
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene at
1-800-477-9774.

*Note: Use Line 15 on Form 503

www.mdcancerfund.org






